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Paperfs Activities as Vice-Chancellor
Franz von Papen as Hitler's Vice-Chancellor was a com-
plete failure. This can be said without fear of misstate-
ment, as a general summing up of his seventeen months*
activity in the Government. He succeeded neither in
preventing the capture of full power by National Socialism,
nor in the preservation of the President's influence. How
weak Papen really was is best demonstrated by the fact that
he never understood how to use his own position of authority.
He could counter neither Goering's brutality nor the crafti-
ness of Hitler and Goebbels. In Hitler's Government he
was nothing but a puppet to be pulled about hither and
thither at will. More than that. He had not even the
dignified protest of a Hugenberg to his credit, but allowed
himself, fully conscious of his lack of power, to be used by
Hitler to perform various services for the National Socialists.
These were certainly of some importance to National
Socialism, but only compromised Papen himself. And this
is the most damning criticism that could be made of him.
For it is almost despicable to cringe and do everything to
curry favour with masters who spare one no sort of degrada-
tion or insult. This was more or less Papen's role in Hitler's
Government.
In this post he showed himself as little creative as in those
which preceded it. It is possible that any other average
politician would have failed in face of Goering's methods
of violence. But anyone else, instead of clinging so grimly
to his position, would have made a worthier exit and a
more effective protest.
The Marburg speech was the Vice-Chancellor's only real
exploit in all those seventeen months. But even this exploit
was a signal failure ; in fact, worse than this, it was a
blunder. For if Papen had been possessed of true political
foresight and intelligence, then either he would have known
that such plain speaking was bound to bring disaster to
himself and his friends, or else he would have matched his
words with deeds, and so not only have made his demands
but taken steps to enforce them.